Bible Study Series: Standing Strong in an Unstable World

Daniel 1:2-21 

Topic: When God Puts You Where You Don’t Want To Be (1:2-21)

Theme (idea to be investigated): Understanding how to stand strong in an unstable world by knowing what to do when God puts you where you don’t want to be

Purpose (why): To recognize the different ways God is at work in the world and understand our role as children of God within his work. 

Outgrowth (what): As a result of this bible study, we will be able to:
· Interpret world events and personal difficulties that arise through a biblical worldview
· Respond to an unstable world with prayer and faith in God.
· Encourage others to remain spiritually steadfast in times of uncertainty. 


Pivotal Points for Understanding:

· Recognize God has a purpose
· Rely on the resources ad relationships God gives us
· Resolve to live principled lives
· Rest on Gods power and timing




A. Recognize God has a purpose (1:2)

1. The Babylonians see to be in control of Gods people. King Nebuchadnezzar’s plan seeks to brainwash young jewish men into Babylonian culture and then use them to rule their own people. According to verse 2a who gave the king of Judah into the hands of Babylon?

B. Rely on the resources and relationships God gives us (1:3-6)

2. Historians estimate there were 40 to 100 young Jewish men kidnapped along with Daniel. What kind of young men did King Nebuchadnezzar choose, according to verses 3 and 4? ( fill in the blanks)

Then the king commanded Ashpenaz; his chief eunuch, to bring some of the people of Israel, both of the ______ family and of the_____, youths without ______of good appearance and skillful in all_____, endowed with knowledge, understanding learning and ______ to stand in the king’s palace, and to teach them literature and language of the Chaldeans. 


3. How does verse seventeen describe the source for the talents and wisdom that separate Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah from their peers?


4. Fill in the key words of this passage from Hebrews 13:20-21:

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our LORD Jesus, the great____ of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, _______you with everything good that you may do____ will, working in us that which is pleasing in his_______, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. AMEN. 

C. Resolve to live principled lives (1:7-16)

1. Many people in the bible found themselves in situations where the ruling authorities were ungodly: Joseph, the Hebrew midwives in Egypt, Samuel, David, and Esther, to name a few. Even Jesus Christ periodically had to defy the ruling authorities to obey God. Yet, their lifestyles exemplify what command in Romans 12:18?

2. Daniel and his three friends compromise on some things but not others( 1:7). They receive the education of the Chaldeans, they respond to their new names, they respect the Babylonian authorities, they remain in Babylon and do not run away to Judah. However, they resolve not to cross the clear commands of Old Testament Law. What is the first line they refusr to cross ( 1:8)? 

3. Daniel does not give up, instead, he respectfully appeals to a different officer who is lower in the command chain, the steward who brings the food. This steward agrees to withhold the meat and wine for ten days. What is the outcome of this test (1:15)?


4. Fill in the blanks of this New Testament verse that describes this reality:

To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every______ for good and every work of faith by his______ (2 thessalonians 1:11)

D. Rest on God’s power and timing ( 1:17-21)

1. Daniel and his three friends are powerful examples of what command in james 4:10? 


When God puts us in a difficult circumstance like Daniel remember, God has a purpose, rely on the resources and relationships God gives us, resolve to live principled lives, and rest on Gods power and timing. 

In what areas of your life have you set boundaries and therefore live differently from the culture around you? 

How do you prioritize your relationship with God and your loved ones over worldly distractions? 





