Bible Study Series: Standing Strong in an Unstable World

Overview of Daniel 

Topic: Grasping God’s Work in the World

Theme (idea to be investigated): Understanding how to stand strong in an unstable world by grasping God’s work in the world 

Purpose (why): To recognize the different ways God is at work in the world and understand our role as children of God within his work. 

Outgrowth (what): As a result of this bible study, we will be able to:
· Interpret world events and personal difficulties that arise through a biblical worldview
· Respond to an unstable world with prayer and faith in God.
· Encourage others to remain spiritually steadfast in times of uncertainty. 


Pivotal Points for Understanding:

· God reigns supreme in worldly affairs
· God reserves the times and places for his people
· God works on a scale beyond our comprehension 



A. God reigns supreme in worldly affairs

Fill in the blank:

Because they have ________ me and have made offerings to other gods, that they might provoke me to anger with all the _______ of their hands therefore my _______ will be kindled against this place, and it will not be quenched 


According to the prophet Isaiah, what does God promise will happen during Daniel’s lifetime? 
( Isaiah 39:6)


The Israelites refused to believe God would allow pagan armies to destroy Jerusalem and The Holy Temple. They ignored the warnings of Isaiah and the other prophets. Who “raised up” the Chaldeans to destroy Jerusalem and carry away God’s people, according to Habakkuk 1:6?

What do we discover about God’s place in world affairs in Colossians 1:16?
B. God reserves the times and places for His people

Daniel and his three friends had dreams and goals for their lives. However, by God’s design they were kidnapped and had no choice about their location, occupation, education, or community. Yet, they were right where God wanted them to be. In acts 17:26, we read that God determines where and when we all live. What does verse 27 reveal about God’s will for our lives?


Daniel’s obedience in Babylon directly paves the way for Ezra, Esther, Nehemiah, and eventually the rebuilding of Jerusalem. Of course, Daniel did no see these things happen during his lifetime. Just like Daniel, you and I have no idea of the eternal effects of our faithfulness. However, when life seems unfair, we must remember what truth spoken by Joseph in Genesis 50:20?



C. God works on a scale beyond our comprehension 

In the early days of the church, people asked questions about why God allows faithful people to suffer. Peter partially explains why God’s people must endure suffering while waiting for God’s delayed judgement: But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the LORD one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day (2 Peter 3:8) Then, what does Peter go on to say in verse nine?



The final reason god allows His people to endure suffering in this sinful world is to glorify his name. Who heard about the Most High God because of the fiery furnace miracle, according to Daniel 4:1-2?



Jesus promises His followers will experience trouble during this age. However, when the time comes, this age will abruptly end. Those in Christ will receive grace and those not in Christ will receive justice. What does Jesus promise in the final words of the bible ( rev 22:20)?


Take home questions: 

What are some difficulties God has used in your life to draw you closer to him?

Has God used someone in your life as a positive influence but he or she is unaware of it? 


